The Art of Traveling Strangers

by
Zoe Disigny

Allthe artistsandartworksmentioned in my novedre listedbelowin order of
their appearanceand groupeddy chapter.
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ONE

Leaving Los Angeles

Taking a deep breath, | pressed my head against the cold window and watched Los Angeles shrink below
me into a Cubist painting. Those once massive buildings of concrete, glass ehmestenow the
abstract geometric shapes Bicasso

Avrial View of Los Angeles

Pablo PicassoTheGuitarPlayer 1910, Cubism
National Museum of Modern Art, Paris, France


https://www.pablopicasso.org/

ONE(continted)

But the work of\iki de Saint Phallatruck a chord. .l.envisioned myself as one of her creations: an
imposing female figure wearing bold primary colors, lustrous metallic wings, and tveoliviigiently on
tiptoe.
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Niki de Saint Phall&he Guadian Angel997, New Realism, Zurich Central Station, Switzerland

(photo attribution: Abderitestatos, via Wikimedia Commbpns



https://nikidesaintphalle.org/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:EngelZ%C3%BCrichHB.jpg

TWO

Anniversary

A small ink drawing beside the window depicted a man and woman reclining together in a loving
embrace while being transported over a village by a winged horse. | recognized the &Cisagall.

Marc agall Song of Songs,|¥958 Surrealismlocation unknowr{photo attribution via WikiAr}



https://www.marcchagall.net/index.jsp
https://www.wikiart.org/en/marc-chagall/song-of-songs-iv-1958-2

FIVE

Love
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Giovanni Francesco Romanelleneas Says Farewell to Did679, BaroqueCleveland Art MuseupOhio


https://www.nortonsimon.org/learn/multimedia/videos-podcasts-and-lectures/romanellis-dido-and-aeneas-cartoons/
https://www.nortonsimon.org/learn/multimedia/videos-podcasts-and-lectures/romanellis-dido-and-aeneas-cartoons/

FIVEcontinued)

On the last weekend in August, as Alec and | sat on a bench in Hancock Park overlodldangréne
Tar Pits it without thinkingr broke our tacit agreement.. Alec sighed, looking at the sculpture of a
prehistoricmammothtrapped in bubbling tar.



https://tarpits.org/
https://tarpits.org/
https://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-california-retrospective-20151102-story.html

X

Loss

| hung up the phone and tortured my thumbnail, feeling lik&/arC. Eschaprintt like one of his
interlocking designs where each shape defines the next. But my Escher print had a few shapes missing,
throwing the entire composition askew.

M.C. EscheMosaic 1] 1957 location unknownghoto attributionvia WikiAr)



https://mcescher.com/
https://www.wikiart.org/en/m-c-escher/mosaic-ii

H.EVEN

Milan

Once settled in, | suggested we walk the short distance to the Piazza del Duomo tolddanhe
Cathedral.

Milan Cathedral, 1388965,GothicRenaissancélilan Italy
(photo attribution: Steffen Schmitz (Carschtemja Wikimedia Commohs



https://www.duomomilano.it/en/infopage/the-cathedral/53/
https://www.duomomilano.it/en/infopage/the-cathedral/53/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Milano,_Duomo,_2016-06_CN-05.jpg

ELEVEMontinued)
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Giuseppe MengoniGalleria Vittorio Emanueleflbor mosaiqdetail), 18651877, Milan Italy



https://www.eataly.com/us_en/magazine/eataly-stories/milan-bull-story/

TWELVE

Milan

Our first artwork of the daywds S2 VI NR2 R+ k ie®pitéhi of High Réhaisfadze LIS NJ
perfectiort a symbolic and deeply human drama painted on a flat wall made to appear three
dimensional.

\ _ "
Leonardo da VchheLast Suppeﬂ49598 ngh Renalssanpmllan Italy
(The abovephoto wastakenprior to the restorationthat beganin 1976 andinishedin 1999)
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https://www.leonardodavinci.net/the-last-supper.jsp

THIRTEEN

Varese

A series of small chambers contained permanent installatioi3asy Flavin an artist who worked with
fluorescent tubing. . Our slow andilent walk down that hallway felt otherworldly.

Dan FlavinCorridor,VillaLitta Panzayarese, Italyphoto attribution: Villa e Collezione Panza

Eventually, we came upon an installationdJames Turretl a small white room with no furniture or
decoration except for a ceiling square that opened to the sky

James TurrelSkyspace 11,974, MinimalisnLight & SpaceCount Panza Vill&arese, Italy
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http://mrkcoolhunting.com/en/posts/181/villa-panza-dan-flavin.html
https://www.fondoambiente.it/villa-e-collezione-panza-inglese
https://www.guggenheim.org/artwork/4089

FOURTEEN

Venice

Also, from that spot, we could see directly across the lagoon to the dignified white facadeCdfutheh
of San Giorgio Maggioréd.pointed it out to Viv, explaining th&alladiohad built it in the sixteenth

century, and his designs represented the epitome of classical calm and harmony

Andrea Palladio, Church of San Giorgio Maggiore,-l!iﬁ,LateRenaissace(enice, Italy
(photo attribution via Wikimedia Commois
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https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica_di_San_Giorgio_Maggiore
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica_di_San_Giorgio_Maggiore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrea_Palladio
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Basilica_di_San_Giorgio_Maggiore_(Venice).jpg?uselang=it

FOURTEE({sbntinued)

We crossed the harlequjmatterned floor in silence, odiootsteps echoing off the welorn stones, our
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Andrea Palladio, Church of San Giorgio Maggiore,-1886,Lae Renaissancé/enice, Italy
(photo attribution: © José Luiz Bernardes Ribeita WikipediadCommong
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nave_-_San_Giorgio_Maggiore_-_Venice_2016_(2).jpg
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FOURTEE(sbntinued)
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Jacopo TintorettoThe Last Suppet594 MannerismChurch ofSan Giorgidlaggiore, Venice Italy
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https://smarthistory.org/tintoretto-last-supper/
https://smarthistory.org/tintoretto-last-supper/
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FOURTEE({sbntinued)
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Giorgione,The Tempestl50608, High Renaissand2, f f SNA S RSt f Q! OOF RSYAlI X +SyA0S
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https://smarthistory.org/giorgione-the-tempest/
https://smarthistory.org/giorgione-the-tempest/

FIFTEEN

Ravenna
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ones in theBasilica of San Vitake the only major sixticentury church still irstct fromthe Golden
Age of Justinian.

Basilica of San Vitale, 58YyzantineRavenna, ltalyphoto attribution: Madakivia Wikimedia Commons
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https://www.ravenna-info.com/basilica-san-vitale.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justinian_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justinian_I
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:San_Vitale_Ravenna.jpg

FIFTEENontinued)
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- Theodora Mosaic, Basilica of San Vitale, B§ZzantineRavenna, Italy
(photo attribution Petara A f 2 Gi&Wikiniedia Commois
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodora_(wife_of_Justinian_I)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mosaic_of_Theodora_-_Basilica_San_Vitale_(Ravenna).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mosaic_of_Theodora_-_Basilica_San_Vitale_(Ravenna).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mosaic_of_Theodora_-_Basilica_San_Vitale_(Ravenna).jpg
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https://www.worldhistory.org/Justinian_I/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sanvitale03.jpg

SIXTEEN

Florenca Oltrano
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Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fidiilne Duomo)as seen from San Miniato al Monte2961436 GothicRenaissance, Florence,
Italy (photo attribution: Rufus46, via Wikimedia Commpns
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http://www.museumsinflorence.com/musei/cathedral_of_florence.html
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Blick_von_San_Miniato_al_Monte_auf_Florenz-02.jpg

SIXTEENontinued)

We continued scanning the skyline for a few minutes more before turning to explore the goal of our
arduous climb San Miniato al Monte
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https://san-miniato-al-monte.com/

SIXTEENontinued)

The whole thing formed striking geometric puzzle that continued inside the church onto the floors and

walls.
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SIXTEENontinued)

And there, on the elevated choir in front of the apse, stood the intricately carved thirteemiiry
marble pulpitl specifically wanted Viv to see.

i <
g

Pulpit, 1207, Romanesque, San Miniato Al Monte, Florence, Italy
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https://san-miniato-al-monte.com/san_miniato_photo_gallery.htm

SEVENTEEN

Florence
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the shoes myself and quickly guided Viv from the stothedBargellq the oldest public building in
Florence and a treasure trove of Renaissance sculpture.
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The Bargello, 125%345 Romanesqu&othic, Florence, Italfphoto attribution: Paolo Villayia Wikimedia Commois
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https://www.florenceinferno.com/bargello/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:03_2015_Cortile-scalone-loggia-stemmi-bifora-volte_a_crocera,_finestre_polilobate_cuspidate-ordine_corinzio-pilastri_ottagonali-leone-Museo_nazionale_del_Bargello_(Firenze)_Photo_Paolo_Villa_FOTO9234.JPG

SEVENTEEK®ntinued)

Leaving the haunting oppression of the courtyard behind, Viv and | climbed the massive outdoor stairs
and entered the secorflf 22 NJ I f f SNBEZ ¢ KSNB 5Pavidawdiedud Qa & SRdzO{ ;

Donatello,David 143540, Renaissance, Florence, It@joto attribljtion, Patrick A. Rodgers, via Wikimedia Commons)
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https://smarthistory.org/donatello-david/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Florence_-_David_by_Donatello.jpg

SEVENTEEK®tinued)
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Andrea del Verrocchidyavid 147375, Renaissance, Florence, Italiigto attribution: Rufus46via Wikimedia Commohs
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https://www.nga.gov/features/verrocchio-closer-look.html
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:David,_Andrea_del_Verrocchio,_ca._1466-69,_Bargello_Florenz-01.jpg

HGHTEEN

Florence
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FilippoBrunelleschi/Florence Cathedral Doniet2034, Renaissance, Florence, Italy
(photo attribution: Fczarnowski, vi/ikimediaCommong
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https://www.florenceinferno.com/the-brunelleschi-dome/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Florence_duomo_fc10.jpg

EIGHTEENontinued)
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Lorenzo GhibertiGates of Paradis&é4251452 Renaissance, Florence, Italy
(photo: Ricardo André FranfZetraktyg, via Wikimedia Commohs
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https://www.italian-renaissance-art.com/Lorenzo-Ghiberti.html
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Floren%C3%A7a_-_Port%C3%B5es_do_Para%C3%ADso_(146).jpg

EIGHTEEMNontinued)

And | began to imagine myself as the Renaissance huntarist 6 S f f ihtelldeth&ad di state,
art patron . . . and now me.

"

Leonardo da Vinci, il 65t £150Q HighReadis$ance, orendtaly
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https://smarthistory.org/isabella-este-renaissance/

NINETEEN

Florence

There, at the far end of the corridor in front of a classically inspired niche and framed with a massive
Roman arch, stood the monumental figureQsvid

Michelangelo BuonarrotiDavid 150204, High Renaissanc&ccademia di Belle Arfrlorence, Italy
(photo attribution: Livioandronico2013, via Wikimedia Commpns
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https://www.accademia.org/explore-museum/artworks/michelangelos-david/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Michelangelo%27s_David_2015.jpg

NINETEENontinued)

G¢KSaS a (dsondisdsBeses Briginally part of a 1505 commission for tbenb of Pope
Julius 1k

Michelangelo BuonarrotiAwakening Slavel52530, High Renaissancaccademia di Belle Arti, Florence, Italy
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http://www.michelangelo.net/tomb-of-pope-julius-ii/
http://www.michelangelo.net/tomb-of-pope-julius-ii/

TWENTYTWO

Siena

We parked neaf A SV I Q & a dradegticgreenandwhite-striped church flanked on two sides by a
piazza that provided a rare open space in the densely built medieval city.
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Siena Cathedral of Saint Mary of the Assumpti@upmad, 121564, Gothic, Siena, Italy
(photo attribution: PTGDudva, via Wikimedia Commagns
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https://www.thegeographicalcure.com/post/guide-to-the-sienna-cathedral-complex
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:File-_The_facade_of_the_Cathedral_in_Siena.jpg

TWENTYT WO(continued)

Once inside the church, the stripes intensified as they wound around the clustered columns and scaled

the upper walls
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Italy(photo attribution: ricardo andré frantzvia Wikimedia Commois

Gothic,Siena,

SienaCathedralDuomog, 121564,

32


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Siena-2.jpg

TWENTYT WO(continued)
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the fourteenth century as the altarpiece for the Siena Cathedral.
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TWENTYT WO(continued)

Kurt and | ambled hand in hand down the cobblestone streets until we came to the historic Piazza del
[ FYLRE {ASYlI Q& YIAYy aldzZ NB® LdentufyltoynyndiRPalizzo | y R 2 dzii
Pubblica and provided an airy contrast to the narrow passageways leading to it.
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Palazzo Pubblico 129844, Gothic, Siena, Ita{ghoto attribution: MarkusMark, via Wikimedia Commgns
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https://www.thegeographicalcure.com/post/guide-to-sienna-s-palazzo-pubblico
https://www.thegeographicalcure.com/post/guide-to-sienna-s-palazzo-pubblico
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:552SienaPalPubblico.JPG

TWENTYT WO(continued)

Since Kurt seemed to be enjoying the art, | decided to take him inside the Palazzo Bodldlemwy him
the Allegory of Good and Bad GovernmenAibgbrogio Lorenzetti
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http://travelingintuscany.com/art/ambrogiolorenzett.htm

TWENTYFIVE

Rome

dPietro Berninimade it. He was a minor seventeesatbntury sculptor, but his son, Lorenzo, became
2yS 2F w2YSQ&% INBlIGSad INIAadao

Pietro BerninifFountain of the Boat1 62329, Baroque, Piazza di Spagna, Rome, ltaly
(photo attribution: Daniele.Brundu, via Wikimedia Commpns
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pietro_Bernini
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Fontana_della_Barcaccia_restaurata,_guardando_verso_Piazza_Mignanelli.jpg

